
Be a responsiBle dog owner

Your dog is welcome on the worimi Conservation lands if:

•	 It	remains	on	the	beachfront	and	on	a	leash	at	all	times.	

•	 You	pick	up	after	your	dog.

•	 Leashed	dogs	are	also	permitted	at	beach	campsites.

why does my dog need to be on a leash?

•	 Off-leash	dogs	can	be	a	public	safety	and	nuisance	issue	

•	 They	may	frighten	members	of	the	public;	dogs	not	under	
direct	control	of	their	owners	have	the	freedom	to	chase	
people	and	bite.

•	 Dogs	have	a	tendency	to	chase	vehicles,	which	can	cause	
accidents	and	put	your	dog,	yourself	and	others	at	risk.

BeaCh driving: Be smart, Be safe

Four-wheel	driving	is	a	very	popular	
activity	at	Worimi	Conservation	Lands,	
however,	it	can	be	dangerous	if	not	
approached	cautiously.	

Beach	driving	conditions	are	very	
different	to	road	driving,	and	there	are	a	
few	things	to	keep	in	mind	to	help	keep	both	you	and	the	people	
around	you	safe:	

nsw rules apply when driving at worimi Conservation lands in 
the wCl.
•	 	Obey	speed	restrictions.	While	driving	on	the	beach	40	km/h	is	

the	maximum	speed	limit,	and	20	km/h	when	passing	vehicles	
or	beach	walkers.

•	 No	sitting	on	the	back	of	vehicles.
•	 No	towing	passengers	behind	vehicles.
• deflate your tyres for sand driving. 
• Be prepared for soft sand and beach erosion. 
• avoid sharp turns and sudden braking.
•	 Drive	according	to	conditions.	
•	 Give	way	to	pedestrians	at	all	times.	
•	 Avoid	reckless	driving—for	your	safety	and	the	safety	of	

others.	
•	 Do	not	launch	off	dune	slopes.	
•	 Be	prepared	for	dunes	to	conceal	other	vehicles.	
•	 Don’t	drive	over	vegetation—keep	dunes	intact	by	following	

previous	tracks.	
•	 Do	not	drive	over	Aboriginal	middens	or	shell	accumulations—

you	may	damage	cultural	sites.
•	 Lagoons	are	a	vital	link	within	the	beach	ecosystem.	Do	not	

drive	in	or	through	the	lagoon	areas.
•	 Always	re-adjust	tyres	for	road	driving.	Carry	a	pump	or	air	

compressor	and	tyre	gauge.	
•	 All	passengers	must	be	seated	inside	a	vehicle,	wearing	a	seat	

belt.

Don't	drive	over	the	frontal	dunes—stay	on	the	beach	front	or	
designate	back	tracks.	

Camping

During	the	summer	months	large	numbers	of	campers	are	
impacting	on	the	foredune	and	beach	vegetation	and	other	park	
values.	Please	observe	the	following:

•	 	Camping	is	permitted	only	within	100	m	of	the	mean	high	tide	
mark.		

•	 There	is	strictly	no	camping	in	the	forested	areas	along	Lavis	
Lane	entrance	or	around	the	lagoons.

•	 Do	not	camp	or	park	vehicles	on	vegetation	or	shell	
accumulations.

•	 All	camping	groups	must	bring	a	self-contained	portable	toilet	
(one	toilet	for	every	six	people).	Effluent	must	be	disposed	of	
appropriately	at	an	approved	waste	disposal	facility.

•	 Please	take	all	your	rubbish	with	you.	

•	 Woodfires	are	permitted	in	the	camping	area	only.	Please	bring	
your	own	firewood.	Firewood	must	be	free	of	nails	and	other	
metal	objects.

•	 Collecting	firewood	on	park	is	not	permitted.

•	 No	wood	fires,	gas	or	fuel	stoves	are	permitted	during	a	total	fire	
ban.

•	 All	dogs	in	camping	areas	must	be	kept	on	a	leash	at	all	times.

•	 Please	be	aware	of	‘King	Tides’	during	the	summer.	These	tides	
can	inundate	the	swale	zone	behind	the	frontal	dune.

•	 Do	not	leave	campfires	unattended,	and	ensure	all	fires	are	
extinguished	before	leaving	your	camp.

so muCh more than just a BeaCh . . .

While	the	Worimi	Conservation	Lands	are	a	popular	spot	with	
locals	and	visitors,	for	the	spectacular	beach	and	dunes	.	.	.	
there	is	a	whole	lot	more	to	these	lands	than	first	meets	the	
eye.	The	lands	are	part	of	an	important	cultural	landscape	with	
special	significance	for	the	Worimi	people.	The	Aboriginal	cultural	
connections	to	these	lands	has	always	been	strong	and	continue	
today.	The	lands	also	provide	habitat	for	a	variety	of	plants	and	
animals,	while	showcasing	the	remnants	of	a	rich	historic	past.

natural values
The	formation	of	the	landscape	of	the	Worimi	Conservation	Lands	
began	over	120,000	years	ago.	Its	unique	geomorphology	creates	
a	spectacular	landscape	for	which	Worimi	Conservation	Lands	is	
well	known.	This	provides	a	platform	for	a	diverse	range	of	native	
plants	and	animals	including	over	20	threatened	plant	species.

the wreck of the Sygna

The	wreck	of	the	Sygna	occurred	on	26	May	1974	when	the	
ship	was	driven	ashore	during	one	of	the	most	severe	storms	
recorded	in	the	area.	The	crew	were	winched	to	safety	by	an	RAAF	
helicopter	but	the	ship,	with	its	hull	broken,	was	lost.	

The	bow	was	sold	and	towed	to	Japan	for	scrap,	but	the	stern	
section	remains	firmly	embedded	in	the	sand,	a	landmark	which	
confirms	the	ever-present	danger	of	the	sea.	

Newcastle’s	disastrous	tally	of	shipwrecks	caused	many	sailors	
to	fear	entering	the	port.	A	dangerous	shoal	on	the	Stockton	side	
of	the	harbour	entrance,	known	as	the	Oyster	Bank,	is	believed	to	
have	claimed	at	least	50	ships,	while	at	least	another	50	have	been	
lost	along	the	Worimi	Conservation	Lands.	

One	of	the	most	tragic	was	the	wreck	of	the	paddle	steamer	
Cawarra,	which	struck	the	Oyster	Bank	in	a	heavy	gale	in	1866	
with	the	loss	of	60	lives.	

Worimi culture
The Worimi Conservation Lands are 
part of an important cultural landscape 
with special significance for the Worimi 
people, who have lived on and used 
the land and waters for living, cultural 
activities and food gathering for many 
thousands of years.

The area remains important for fishing 
and recreation for the Worimi people 
and traditional sites provide important 
information about their relationship and 
special connection with the lands. 

The landscape includes an extraordinary 
number of Aboriginal cultural sites that 
pre-date the arrival of non-Aboriginal 
people to the area. Traditional 
occupation sites recorded at Worimi 
Conservation Lands include burials, 
campsites and middens.

Aboriginal cultural connections with 
these lands have always been strong 
and continue today.

important information for quad and trail Bike 
riders

all quad and trail bikes (rvs) must have nsw rta conditional 
registration for stockton Beach, and display a worimi 
Conservation lands recreational vehicle area permit.

The	Worimi	Conservation	Lands	Recreational	Vehicle	Area	(RVA)	
provides	for	public	safety	and	the	protection	of	natural	and	cultural	
values.

The	RVA	starts	at	the	Lavis	Lane	beach	entrance.	Make	sure	you	
operate	your	RV	only	within	the	white	marker	poles.	It	is	illegal	to	
operate	RVs	elsewhere	on	the	Worimi	Conservation	Lands.		

please remember:
•	 To	ride/drive	at	Worimi	Conservation	Lands	in	the	WCL	you	

must	hold	RTA	conditional	registration	for	all	quad	bikes	and	
motorbikes.

•	 Your	RV	must	clearly	display	an	RTA	registration	plate	and	
registration	sticker,	as	well	as	a	current	WCL	‘Recreational	Vehicle	
Permit’.

•	 You	must	operate	your	conditionally	registered	RV	in	the	‘RVA’	
only	(refer	to	map).	It	is	illegal	to	operate	RVs	elsewhere	in	the	
WCL.

•	 A	maximum	speed	limit	of	40	km/h	applies	to	Stockton	Beach	
in	the	WCL.	Reduce	this	speed	to	20	km/h	within	100	m	from	
pedestrians	and	other	vehicles.	Obey	all	
speed	limits.

•	 It	is	illegal	for	unregistered	vehicles	
(including	RVs)	to	operate	anywhere	in	
the	Worimi	Conservation	Lands.

•	 Children	must	be	8	years	old	or	over	to	
ride	in	the	RVA.

all nsw rta conditionally 
registered quad and trail bikes are 
only permitted to operate within the 
recreational vehicle area (rva). 

make sure you keep within the white 
boundary markers.

registered vehicles, including 
motorbikes, are not bound by the 
rva.

historiC heritage

Worimi	Conservation	Lands	played	an	important	part	
in	Australia’s	defence	history,	particularly	during	World	
War	II.	Together	with	Fort	Scratchley	in	Newcastle	and	
artillery	batteries	at	the	entrance	to	Port	Stephens,	Worimi	
Conservation	Lands	formed	part	of	what	was	known	as	the	
Northern	Defence	Line.

The	Fern	Bay	Armour	Plate	Proof	Facility	was	established	in	
1942.	The	remnants	of	the	facility,	including	bunkers	and	other	
structures	remain.	A	series	of	tank	traps	were	put	in	place	to	
deter	invaders—many	of	these	remain	in	their	original	location	
and	in	good	condition.

The	Bight	area	also	served	as	a	training	ground	for	the	armed	
forces	and	for	weapons	testing.	In	1943,	470	acres	of	land	
at	Fern	Bay	was	resumed	by	the	Commonwealth	for	use	as	
an	armour	plate	testing	range	and	for	the	testing	of	other	
ammunition.	

3 great reasons to keep off the dunes

The	dunes	are	‘alive’	and	are	forever	changing	with	the	weather	and	
seasons.	There	are	some	very	important	reasons	why	we	ask	you	
not	to	drive	over	the	dunes:

1. worimi matters
There	are	an	extraordinary	number	of	Aboriginal	cultural	sites	that	
pre-date	the	arrival	of	non-Aboriginal	people	scattered	throughout	
the	dunes.	Often	these	relics	cannot	be	easily	seen	amongst	the	
sand	and	rolling	dunes,	and	if	you	drive	on	the	dunes,	you	are	
almost	certainly	driving	over	a	cultural	site.	These	include	middens,	
campsites	and	burials,	all	of	which	reflect	the	cultural	use	of	the	land	
and	have	special	cultural	significance	to	the	Worimi	people.	

2. disappearing dunes
Many	serious	accidents	have	been	recorded	on	the	Stockton	dunes.	
Driving	conditions	on	the	dunes	are	very	unpredictable,	and	dunes	
often	disappear	into	the	shadows	or	the	horizon.	This	combined	with	
steep	drops,	loose	sand	and	other	vehicles	nearby,	has	in	the	past	
resulted	in	head	on	collisions,	bogging	or	the	rolling	of	vehicles.	For	
your	own	safety	and	the	safety	of	others,	don’t	drive	on	the	dunes.

3. watch out, birds about
The	dunes	provide	habitat	for	many	species	of	animals	that	live	
at	Worimi	Conservation	Lands,	including	many	species	of	birds.	
Driving	on	the	dunes	during	nesting	seasons	can	lead	to	accidental	
crushing	of	eggs,	and	puts	birds	and	hatchlings	at	risk	of	being	run	
over.	Adult	birds	can	also	be	frightened	away	causing	them	to	leave	
their	nests	unattended	and	vulnerable	to	predators.	Do	not	enter	
areas	that	have	been	signposted	for	bird	protection.	

Pied oystercatchers on Stockton Beach.

Are you bogged? 
Please call 

Fenwicks Towing: 
49529544

On-the-spot fines 
apply. 

Offenders may be 
prosecuted. 


